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For nonstop
bronzeback
action during
the dog days,
use this superior

topwater system.

The bright, hot afternoon did not stop-this
lunker from smashmg a slawiy workcd

fluatmg plug.
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»>SUMMER SMALLMOUTHS

“If there is one time of year that topwater flies completely out-fish
lures, it would be the dog days of summer in August.”

ou see it,don’t you?” As he spoke,

Britt Stoudenmire nodded toward

the rapidly approaching eddy. It

loomed on river right just past a
railroad trestle, and this area of reversing
currents lay partially in shade and partial-
ly out—thanks both to shadows coming
from the bridge and a sycamore-shrouded
bank. Adding to the appeal were the boul-
ders that pocked the eddy.

I nodded back to Britt (who along with
his wife Leigh operates Canoe the New
Outfitters and Guide Service in Pearis-
burg, Virginia) and cocked my medium-
action spinning rod. On the business end
of the 10-pound-test was a No. 11 Rapala
Original Floater minnow. Britt then used
his right oar to ease his raft closer to the
eddy.

“You want first crack, dont you?”
grinned fellow guide Marty Shaffner.

My response was to sidearm the Rapa-
la into the heart of the eddy, feathering the
lure downward at the end of the cast so
that it landed lightly. The hard plastic jerk-
bait had barely dimpled the surface when
a smallmouth reared up from the depths
and savaged the bogus minnow.

“Get away from the rocks™ I yelled,
fearing that the first action of the small-
mouth would be to charge back toward
the eddy’s bottom and its boulders.

But Britt had already anticipated the
bronzeback's reaction and had expertly
maneuvered his craft into the deeper water
of the main channel. A minute or 50 later,
I landed, then released the 2-pounder.

I keep detailed records of every fishing
trip and every bass I catch that measures
12 inches or better. My records show that
that smallie was caught on July 19 at 1:40
p.m., not exactly prime fishing or topwa-
ter lime anywhere in the country —that is,
unless you're afloat on one of America’s
smallmouth rivers.

Tempt "Em On Top

Many anglers avoid fishing largemouth-
filled lakes during the heat of the dog days,
and at that time they especially relegate
topwater baits to the hinterlands of tackle
boxes. But in the moving water of our riv-
ers, smallmouths typically feed aggressive-
ly on top throughout much of a summer
day. In fact, Stoudenmire believes that sur-
face lures and fly patterns are among the
best choices then.
{Continued on Page 95)

"+~ Chris Ellis of Fayetteville, West Vir-
= ginia, with a New River smallmiouthi:

that found a topwater offering to its,
liking: Hair bigsand Sneaky Petd
poppers are among the best choices
for the longrodder that relishes |
topwater action,
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Early morning and late afternoon are
prime time for surface smalimouths, but
the action is not confined to those times

during river fizhing in late summer.
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>>1IVING ON TOP

{ Cortmmsardd

“Many fishermen ose topwater lures
) smer because they like to
souths hit on the surface,
rmen don't stop to analyze |
where the bass are hitting |
™ he says. “I believe that prop |
and chugger baits, and of course buzzbaits,
as fly rod poppers and hair bugs,
are good all-day warm weather lures and
fly patterns, and I will throw them all day.

“What I will chanpe is where [ fish,
alternating between mid-river current
breaks. runs and riffles, and shade pockets
along the banks, depending on the time of
day and the sun factor.”

The buzzbait bite is an especially pow-
erful one during the summertime, For
example, both Stoudenmire and Shaffner
cast good size buzzbaits throughout our
outing from the time we put in at 11:15
until we took off the New River at dark.
The best mossybacks measured just under
20 inches.

Marty’'s lunker came around 2:00 p.m.1n
the heat of the day as he was retrieving the
hlade bait through a current break formed
by a boulder within an outside bend, And
Britt’s prize was one that was holding in
a deep-water run and waylaid a buzzer as
the sun set. These anecdotes lead to sev-
eral important points about summertime
topwater fishing on rivers.

From Page 41)
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NO. 1 LURE:

The Rapala
Original Floater

ne of the best topwater baits of all

time is the same lure that is the
best selling artificial of all time—the
Rapala Original Floater. Invented by
Finnish lure designer Lauri Rapala,
this minnow plug made its way to
America in 1960. But the big break for
the plug came in August of 1962 when
Life magazine ran an article on the
Rapala in the same issue that carried
a major feature on the death of Marilyn
Monroe.

“The heyday for sales of the Rapala
Original Floater came in the 1960s and
1970s with the article in Life coinciding
with the Monroe story really giving the
lure fantastic exposure,” says David
James, field promotions manager for
MNormark. “But the Original started to
fall out of popularity in the 19805 when
we came out with the Shad Rap."

The truth is, howewer, that the Ra-
pala Original has never stopped being
an exceptionally effective lure for sur-

B RIGGED THE RIGHT WAY

FOR BUZZBAITS: Loomis IMX 6-foot medium heavy baitcasting rod (CR723) with a
Quantum Energy PT baitcasting reel spooled with Power Pro 20/6 braided line. * like
the fast action, medium heavy rod and braided line for quick, stout hooksets and for
moving big fish away from cover,” says the 32-year-old Stoudenmire. *I like the Quan-
tum haitcasting reel for its high 6.3:1 gear ratio to get the buzzer up quickly and keep
it moving in currents.” g

FOR ALL OTHER TOPWATER BAITS: Loomis GLX 6-foot medium spinning rod
(5JR722) with a Shimano Symetre 2500 spinning reel spooled with Power Pro 20/6
braided line. “The medium action of the GLX rods imparts a nice action on the baits
and aids in landing big fish on topwater baits with treble hooks," explains the guide.

Britt Stoudenmire admires a fine smallmouth that fell for a Rapala Original Floater as
Marty Shaffner looks on.

face-feeding smallmouths. Ironically,
James says that most anglers who

by slowly waking it across the sur-
face, jerk it across the top, or crank

buy the lure today are after walleyes,

although there is a hardcore group of

bass fishermen who still rely on it.
“You can finesse fish the Original

it down,” says James. "No matter

how you fish the Original, the bait still
catches fish like it always has because
of the realistic action.”
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